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India joins list of 135 countries in making edu-
cation aright

With the Right to Education Act coming into force, India has

~ joined the league of over 130

| countries which have legal guar-

antees to provide free and com-
' pulsory education to children.

According to the UNESCO’s
‘Education for All Global Moni-
toring Report 2010’, about 135
countries have constitutional pro-
visions for free and non-discrimi-
natory education for all.

However, the report says that
despite the legal guarantee of
free education, primary school fees continue to be charged in
some countries.

It also cited a 2005 World Bank survey, which stated only 13
countries impart primary education totally free of cost. In ma-
jority of countries, some direct costs have been reported though
no tuition fees are charged.

“In reality, free primary schooling still remains the exception
rather than the rule,” says the report.

Chile tops the list of countries in providing free education for a
period of 15 years to a child. It gives free and compulsory edu-
cation to children in the age group of six to 21 years.

The Latin American country, where elementary education was
among the worst two decades ago, had implemented a special
education programme in 1990 which recorded a significant im-
provement among primary and upper primary students.

There are seven countries such as Germany, Belgium, ltaly
and Norway that have provisions of free compulsory education
to children covering their entire schooling period.

Countries like Britain and New Zealand have made education
compulsory and free for children for a period of 11 years.

Spain, France, Norway and Canada are among the 19 na-
tions where education is free of cost for a duration of 10 years,
ranging from the age of five to 15 or six to 16 years.

There are 34 countries, including Japan, Finland, Russia and
Sweden where a child gets nine years of compulsory educa-
tion, according to the report.

In India, the Right to Education law, providing free and com-
pulsory schooling to children in the 6—14 year age bracket,
came into force yesterday.

With the new education act now operational, India has joined
some 20 other countries including Afghanistan, China and Swit-
zerland which have laws guaranteeing free and compulsory edu-
cation for eight years of elementary education.

India’s neighbours such as Sri Lanka and Pakistan do not
have any law providing free education, where as Bangladesh
and Myanmar have such provisions for a four-year-period while
Nepal has five years of compulsory schooling.

According to the report, there are seven countries, including
Romania and Brazil whose laws define seven years of compul-
sory education for a child, while five countries, including the
Philippines and Georgia give children legal right to education
for a period of six years.

Saudi Arabia, UAE, Irag and eight other countries have the
provision of five years of free education for children.

However, there are over 50 countries, including the US, South
Africa, Malaysia and a majority of Sub-Saharan African coun-
tries which do not have any constitutional provision to provide
free and compulsory education to children.

The UNESCO report, however, does not have data about cer-
tain countries on whether they have any constitutional provi-
sion of providing free education.

The report also states that some countries have achieved
extraordinary progress in their education system and the number
of children dropping out from schools has declined by 33 mil-
lion worldwide since 19. PTI, April2’2001

CRY urges right to education for children

DEHRADUN, 19 Nov: A campaign has been taken up by CRY
in support of its demand for amendment to the Right to Education
Act 2009.

AN

Begun on Children’s Day all over the state, it concluded here
in the capital, today. Members of social organisations, social
workers, educationists, social
activists, mediapersons and children
formed a human chain from Gandhi
il Park to Hindi Bhawan. Children also
staged a street play showing the

CRILORIGHTS ANDYOU pathetic condition of education in the
WAWWLCY0rG | country. The chain was converted into
CRY News a convention at Hindi Bhawan. CRY

also forwarded a memorandum
addressed to the Governor endorsed
with 4,000 signatures. It may be recalled that CRY is organising
such a campaign in 18 states in support of the right to education
for children. Addressing the convention, Uttarkahand and J&K
in charge of CRY, Mohammed Salam Khan, said that the right
to education for children was a fundamental right and CRY
was conducting the nationwide campaign. He pointed out that
there were a lot of loopholes in the Right to Education Act
2009, which interfered with the actual rights of children and
encouraged inequality amongst them. He disclosed that people
were urged to sign on the memorandum and this would be
submitted to the President. He said that the three-point demand
included bringing the children in the age group of 6 to 14 years
in the main provision of the Act, 10 per cent of the gross domestic
product be spent on education, and provision of a school with
good teachers and comprehensive facilities in the radius of 1
kilometre, everywhere. Panelists Virendra Mohan Painuli, Dr
Atul Sharma, Kamla Pant, Dr Mohan Bisht, SK Kulshretstha,
VN Bhatkoti, RD Sharma and Director, Education, Pushpa
Manas answered the queries of the audience. Friday,
20.11.2009, 12:49pm (GMT+5.5)

from old pages

Private schools to face penalty for violating
RTE: Sibal on April 1st, 2010

All private and minority schools
have to reserve 25 percent seats
in elementary education for
underprivileged children, and any
breach of the Right to Education
act will fetch punishment, Human
Resource Development Minister
Kapil Sibal said Thursday.

Sibal told Times Now television
that it was obligatory to set aside
a quarter of all seats for poor
children from classes 1 to 8 but added that the reservation
would start in Class one only from 2011.

It would take eight years by the time the reservation extends
to Class 8, he pointed out.

Asked if there will be penalty for not complying with the
legislation, the minister said: “It is now law, it can be statutorily
enforced.”

He said both aided and non-aided schools across the country
have to follow the legislation.

Sibal warned that schools will not be allowed to segregate
students from the disadvantage community in any form. “That
is not acceptable to us,” he said.

The minister clarified that minority schools were not exempt
from the act.

“We believe every minority institution would itself like to (go
for the reservation). There are disadvantaged sections in
minority communities too. The minorities will be part of the
national endeavour.”

The government, he said, was “committed to root out the
capitation fee” from the education system. “I will not spare
anybody who indulges in this educational malpractice.”

The minister said the legislation would succeed only if all the
stakeholders join hands. “(Educating the child) is a community
effort. We are not doing this ourselves. We are doing this for
the unborn child”.

The Right to Education act came into force Thursday as a
fundamental right.




‘Amend Right to Education Act, child labour
law’ on May 2nd, 2010

A 45-day campaign against child labour by an international
rights agency, which started off Friday, demands that the Right
to Education Act as well as the child labour law should be
amended so that the lives of working children can be impacted
positively.

An official of Save the Children, the organisation that started
the campaign, said:
“The Right to
Education Act must
make special
provisions to bring
into regular school
all children who are
now engaged in
child labour.”

“Also, the Child
Labour Prohibition
and Regulation Act, 1986, must be amended to prohibit all
forms of child labour in all sectors, including agriculture where
75 percent child labourers under 14 years were engaged,” the
official added.

According to the civil society organisations, approximately
40 million kids are engaged in child labour in the country,
although official estimates are much less.

“There are close to 13 million children in India under 14 years
of age who are at present engaged in child labour, according to
the 2001 census. This is an anomaly in a country where
education is a constitutionally guaranteed right,” the official
said.

“With all of this in mind, we have launched a 45-day campaign
against child labour. The campaign will end June 12 which is
observed as Child Labour Day by the International Labour
Organisation (ILO),” the official added.

Right to education historic, will work to make
it reality: PM on June 2nd, 2010

Describing the Right to Education Act a “historic step”, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh Tuesday said his government will
work in tandem with the states to make it a reality.

“The Right to Education Act is a historic step that will give
every Indian child the means to become productive, responsible
and active citizen of the country. We will work in cooperation
and partnership with state governments and other stakeholders
to make the fundamental right to education a reality,” the prime
minister said after releasing
the UPA-II's report card to
mark one year in office.

The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory education
(RTE) Act, which came into
force from April 1 this year,
provides for free education to
all children till Class 8. The act
has been highlighted as the
most prominent achievement
of the human resource &
development (HRD) ministry. |

“Nothing can be more
precious to us than the future
of our children. It is they who
will fulfil our dreams, hopes
and aspirations for a better tomorrow,” the prime minister said.

Stating that a number of steps have been taken in the field of
higher education, Manmohan Singh said that reforms will soon
be introduced in medical education as well.

“We have already taken several initiatives in the field of higher
education. In the coming year, we will work on reforming the
system of medical studies,” he said.

A4

A tussle is on between the HRD and health ministries for
keeping Medical education under their ambit. While the HRD
ministry wants to include medical education under the proposed
National Commission for Higher Education and Research, health
ministry proposes the formation of a separate National Council
for Human Resource in Health.

In the field of higher education, the report card mentions the
establishment of 16 central universities and six new Indian
Institutes of Technology (lITs) across the country.

Establishing over 19,000 primary and upper primary schools,
mid-day meal scheme, introduction of grading system in schools
and interest subsidy on education loans to poor students with
parental income less than Rs.4.5 lakh per annum are the other
prominent steps mentioned in the report card.

The report also includes a scheme for the establishment and
management of girls’ hostels launched last year.

Bengal, UP and Bihar seek more RTE funds

New Delhi : West Bengal, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh have
demanded moe funds for the effective implementation of the
Right to Education Act.

The demand for more money was made at a meeting between
the education ministers of these three states with HRD minister
Kapil Sibal on Friday.

It was decided that the two-year diploma in primary education
run by Ignou for Bihar and UP teachers would be revised.

As for funds, the HRD ministry pointed out it had already
moved a note proposing 75:25 funding pattern for Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan between the Centre and the states. SSA will be the
main vehicle for implementing RTE. However, Union finance
minister Pranab Mukherjee, in his reply to the Finance Bill in
Parliament, had indicated SSA's funding pattern would be revised
to 65:35. For 2010-11, SSA funding pattern is 55:45.

For West Bengal, a specific issue raised during the discussion
was the need to transit from the present structure of Class | to
IV as primary and Class V to X as part of secondary to the
three-tier structure of Class | to V as primary, Class VI to VIl as
upper primary and class IX and X as secondary.

Bengal minister Partho Dey said the state had commissioned
a study by IIM Calcutta to give a roadmap for education for the
state.

Justifying the need for more funds, Bihar minister Hari Narayan
Singh said for effective implementation of RTE, the state needed
4.86 lakh new teachers, 4,700 new schools, 4,663 new school
huildings, 3.46 lakh classrooms, training for 2.85 lakh teachers,
30,630 common toilets and 47,008 separate toilets for firls.

Times news network, The Times of India, 29.5.10
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