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Tt begins as under:

“His Most Gracious Imperial Majesty the King Emperor, in replying to the address of the Calcutta
University on the 6th January 1912, said: -

“It is my wish that there may be spread over the land a network of schools and colleges from which
will go forth loyal and manly and useful citizens, able to hold their own in industries and agriculture
and all the vocations in life. And it is my wish too, that the homes of my Indian subjects may be
brightened and their labour sweetened by the spread of knowledge with all that follows in its train,
a higher level of thought, comfort and of health. It is through education that my wish will be fulfilled,
and the cause of education in India will ever be very close to my heart.”

The Government of India, have decided, with the approval of the Secretary of State, to assist Local Governments,
by means of large grants from imperial revenues as funds become available’, to extend comprehensive systems
of education in the several provinces. Each province has its own educational system, which has grown up under
local conditions and become familiar to the people as a part of their general well being. In view of the diverse social
conditions in India there cannot in practice be one set of regulations and one rate of progress for the whole of India.
Even within provinces there is scope for greater variety in types if institutions that exists today. The Government
of India has no desire to deprive Local Governments of interest and initiative in education. But it is important at
intervals to review educational policy in India as a whole. Principles, bearing on education in its wider aspects and
under modern conditions and conceptions, on oriental and on the special needs of the domiciled community, were
discussed at three important conferences of experts and representative non-officials held within the last two
years. These principles are the basis of accepted policy. How far they can at any time find local application must
be determined with reference to local conditions.

On the question of compulsory and free elementary education, the Policy stated: “ The propositions that illiteracy
must be broken down and that primary education has, in the present circumstances of India, a predominant claim
upon the public funds, represent accepted policy no longer open to discussion. For financial and administrative
reasons of decisive weight, the Government of India have refused to recognize the principle of compulsory
education, but they desire the widest possible extension of primary education on a voluntary basis. As regards
free elementary education, the time has not yet arrived when it is practicable to dispense wholly with fees without
injustice to the many villages, which are waiting for the provision of schools. The fees derived from those pupils
who can pay them are now devoted to the maintenance and expansion of primary education, and a total remission
of fees would involve to a certain extent a more prolonged postponement of the provision of schools in villages
without them. In some provinces, elementary education is already free and in the majority of provinces, liberal
provision is already made for giving free elementary instruction to those boys whose parents cannot afford to pay
fees. Local Governments have been requested to extend the application of the principle of free elementary
education amongst the poorer and more backward sections of the population. Further than this it is not possible
at present to go.”
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